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State of the Industry

Cancla production in 2002 was only
1.65 million tonnes in Saskatchewan,
the lowest in the last len years. Severe
drought resulted in poor establishment
and very low yields with only 3.7 million
acres being harvested of the 4.7 million
acres seeded. Late season rainfall and
wet harvest conditions resulted in record
acres of canola over-wintering in the
swath and harvested in the spring.
Seeded acres increased substantially in
2003 to 5.7 million.

Feduced crop production has
substantially reduced funding for
rasearch and market development
programs. However, budget cuts and
reserve funds have allowed the SCDOC
to meet commitments on all existing and
continuing programs but severely limited
funding of any new programs.

SCDC research funding included
projects for several insect and disease
problems. Clubroot and the PG3 strain
of blackleg were new diseases thal were
identified in Western Canada in 2003.
Follow-up 1o these conditions will be
needed. Seeding and harvest methods,
seed quality and crop rotations were
also investigated. The Commission
partners as much as possible with ofther
grower groups, industry and government
to make its research more cost effective.

Mew uses for our crop were
investigated. If a new use increases
demand, then it would allow for the
continued, long-term production of
canola, SCOC continues to promote the
use of biodiesel and canola based
lubricity additives for diesel fuel. The
Saskatoon Bio-bus Project is a good
example of this work in progress, SCDC
also continued to fund research to
enhance value of canola meal,

SCDC's market development
program provides information fo
consumers. It targets such groups as
health and dietary professionals,
foodservice personal, food media,
industry, educators and consumers.
Consumer concerns surrounding
issues such as trans-fats and pesticides

have been addressed. Consumers need
to know that we produce canola in a
clean and healthy environment and that
we do so with a focus on quality and
safety. Providing reliable and accurate
information is essential.

The SCDC extension program
provides information to producers,
Public agronomists have seen their
programs reduced. The private
agronomists may have industry biases
associated with their recommendations,
SCDC funds, along with other partners
such as the Canola Council of Canada,
programs to supply needed information
lo producers.

Canadian canola is facing
escalating competition from other
vegetable ails, especially soybeans. You
have probably heard that for the first
time, South America is expected to
produce maore soybeans than the U5,
They are also able lo do this at a low
cost of production compared ta Canada.
To add lo this, U.5. research is currently
underway to develop new soybean
varieties that will have similar health
benefits to those already found in
canaola

Improvements in crop production
and the development of new uses, such
as biodiesel musl continue to be
investigated. The development of
specialty oil canola varieties can targel
new markets, These are some of the
activities that could help canola remain
competitive.

The canola check-off currently is
$.50 per tonne, therefore, total check-off
fluctuates with crop size. As a resul,
SCDOC’s budgel and activities must be
adjusted accordingly, Currently, canola
is one of the lowest of any exisling
check-off programs in the province. You
have probably heard of SCDC's interes!
in raising the current check-off rate.
Dwring SCOC's annual general meeting,
the topic of increasing the check-off rate
will be brought as a motion to the
membership. Your attendance at the
annual general meeting is greatly
appreciated.







